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superseded by General Hooker, who, on May
2-4, lost the battle of Chancellorsville, near
Fredericksburg. In June Hooker was removed
and General Meade was appointed in his stead.
Meade obtained a victory. Lee had advanced
into Pennsylvania. The armies fought at Gettys-
burg and Lee was obliged to withdraw. His
casualties were 22,000. Meade's were 18,000. But
Gettysburg, like Antietam in 1862, was not
followed up with sufficient vigour. Lee retired
into Virginia and resumed his position standing
guard over Richmond.

The victory of Gettysburg was on July 3, 1863,
that of Vicksburg on July 4. They were great
gains for the Union. The crisis of the war was
past; the future of the Union was never so dark
again. In September Lincoln attended the dedi-
cation of a cemetery at Gettysburg, and made
the short speech, the Gettysburg speech, or
oration, as it is called, which became so famous
later as a statement of the belief of the Union in
freedom. But while Vicksburg was a victory
which opened up great possibilities, Gettysburg
started nothing. The defensive strategy of Lee
had held the Confederate line through both
battles of Bull Run, the Peninsula campaign,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and
even Gettysburg. Meade was no nearer to Rich-
mond than McClellan had been.

And in 1864 Lee's magnificent powers of
defence continued to be seen, Ulysses S. Grant
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